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mourn her loss, | think it is appropriate that we
remember Hildur's many contributions to her

community, family, and fellow Coloradans
throughout her life.
Hildur's life and testament embodies the

spirit of Colorado’s heritage and Western life-
style. Born June 21, 1907, she was the young-
est of six children and was raised on the fam-
ily ranch. She attended school in a one-room
schoolhouse and rode on horseback down to
the town of Aspen for her piano lessons. In
1937, Hildur married Bill Anderson and to-
gether they raised a loving family of four chil-
dren. Known for her quick wit and consider-
able wisdom, she was always willing to share
her life experiences with others. Her sayings
and quotes are known around the town as
‘Hildurisms’ and will be a part of the folklore in
Aspen for years to come.

She began educating children at the age of
seventeen, teaching children on the Western
Slope the fundamentals of a quality education.
She was known throughout the school system
for her special attention to each child as well
as her mentoring of young teachers in the
community. Known for the vitality she dis-
played throughout her life, she was often
found entertaining the community with her mu-
sical talents on the accordion and piano alike.

An inductee at the Aspen Hall of Fame, it is
clear that Hildur Hoaglund Anderson helped to
shape the town of Aspen through her years of
teaching, her contributions to the community,
and witty bits of advice. It is my honor to be
able to bring the contributions and life of
Hildur Lillian Hoaglund Anderson to the atten-
tion of this body of Congress, and this nation.
Thank you Hildur for all that you gave us, you
will be greatly missed.

———

INTRODUCING THE HAITIAN
ADJUSTMENT OF STATUS ACT 2002
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Thursday, May 2, 2002

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, last
week, the Immigration Reform and Account-
ability Act was passed by an overwhelming
majority. | rose at that time to express my con-
cerns that the bill did not, as its title sug-
gested, actually reform any of our immigration
policies, it simply restructured the INS for the
purpose of efficiency—a laudable first step to
be sure. But a “first step”, and little else.

Countless times, | have risen to express my
concerns that more needs to be done to sup-
port and assist Haitian aliens in our country. A
newspaper article published just last week
quotes the Office of the UN’s High Commis-
sioner for Refugees saying that our policy on
Haitian asylum seekers is “contrary to the
norms and principles of international refugee
law”. As disturbing as that statement is, even
more disturbing is the knowledge that the INS
policy on Haitian aliens differs from the policy
on aliens from other nations.

| am introducing a bill today that will rectify
some grievous inequities in the current INS
immigration policies. Policies that grant dif-
ferent types of treatment to refugees, based
solely on their country of origin.

My bill is specifically focused on Haitian
aliens who have been living and working in
our country for several years. It enables the
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Attorney General to adjust the status of these
eligible aliens to that of “permanent resident”.
Further, my bill also includes provisions for
permanent resident status when the alien is
the spouse or child of an alien lawfully admit-
ted as permanent resident.

In point of fact, this bill does nothing more
than provide fair treatment to aliens who have
been living and working in this country for
years as good neighbors and dedicated em-
ployees.

Study after study has shown that legal immi-
grants give us more than they take out in the
form of benefits. They are asses to our econ-
omy and are often successful entrepreneurs
who pay taxes and hire employees.

Thus, | continue to believe that legal immi-
gration is one of the sources of America’s
greatness, as our country has prided itself on
the strength of its diversity. We are a Nation
of immigrants and those who enter our bor-
ders legally should be afforded equal oppor-
tunity to excel and prosper.

When we passed the Immigration Reform
and Accountability Act last week, we missed
an opportunity to take steps to actually “re-
form” our immigration policies. The bill | intro-
duce today is an essential first step in ensur-
ing “justice for all . . .”

| urge my colleagues to support his legisla-
tion.

[From the Miami Herald, Apr. 24, 2002]
MISGUIDED INS PoLICY

The U.S. Immigration and Naturalization
Service continues to detain Haitian asylum
seekers, denying them a fair shot at winning
their cases on merit. The policy is discrimi-
natory and wrong. It also is ‘‘contrary to the
norms and principles of international ref-
ugee law,” according to the Office of the
United Nations High Commissioner for Refu-
gees.

The commission’s opinion comes as local
immigration advocates have sued for release
of the Haitian refugees. The lawsuit, which
seeks class-action status, charges that the
INS has singled out Haitians for mistreat-
ment because of their race and nationality.
It also accuses the INS of constitutional vio-
lations.

The INS says the Haitians haven’t been of-
ficially admitted to the United States, don’t
have constitutional protections and that re-
leasing them is contrary to ‘‘the public in-
terest.”

The policy has been in place since Dec. 3,
when 1656 Haitians were brought ashore from
an overcrowded boat that foundered near
Miami. Now in INS custody, most have been
found to have credible fear of persecution.
After passing this hurdle, other nationalities
are generally released to pursue their cases.

But the Haitians, who now number more
than 240, remain locked up and subjected to
expedited asylum proceedings. The situation
ensures that most Haitian refugees won’t be
able to find a lawyer, gather necessary docu-
ments or prepare adequately to argue the
merits of their asylum petitions.

For those fortunate enough to have ob-
tained pro bono attorneys, contacting them
has become increasingly difficult. That’s
what attorneys say after having to wait
hours to see Haitian clients at INS’s Krome
detention center and in a county jail.

In court documents, the INS says that its
policy is designed to deter a Haitian exodus.
Federal officials were concerned ‘‘that parol-
ing the migrants from the Dec. 3 vessel
might cause others to attempt dangerous
maritime departures . . . or trigger a mass
migration,” said Michael Becraft, INS’s Act-
ing Deputy Commissioner. Thus, the harsh
new policy.
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Haitians seeking refuge from threats of
death, rape, beatings and other political per-
secution now get locked up. They remain
jailed at taxpayer expense until deported or
granted asylum—processes that take months
or years.

[From the South Florida Sun-Sentinel, Apr.
24, 2002]

MAKE THE RULES THE SAME

People from nearby island nations who
climb on rickety boats or rafts and try to
reach Florida should be discouraged. Often,
they are putting their lives into the hands of
smugglers and thugs. Many have drowned.

But sometimes those flimsy vehicles carry
some people who would be harmed or killed
if sent home. U.S. laws distinguish between
economic refugees and people with a real and
credible fear of persecution.

New immigration rules distinguish be-
tween Haitian asylum-seekers and those of
other immigrant groups. Last December, the
Immigration and Naturalization Service
changed the rules, mandating no parole for
Haitians with credible asylum claims. This
means that Haitian asylum-seekers must
stay behind bars until the case is heard.

These rules don’t apply to asylum-seekers
of other nationalities—Cubans, Chinese,
South Americans. Unless they are suspected
terrorists, these asylum claimants can be re-
leased to their relatives or sponsors.

The INS says the rules were changed to
discourage Haitians from taking to the seas
and becoming the victims of smugglers. As
political turmoil has increased in Haiti, so
have illegal boat trips.

Illegal immigration is a crime. The United
States has the right and the responsibility to
protect its borders and enforce its laws.

Yet treating Haitians differently from
other immigrant groups isn’t the right way
to protect them or solve the problem. There
are other ways to deter smuggling trips,
such as cracking down on smugglers and in-
creasing border patrol.

The INS has begun releasing some of the
240 detained Haitians who are seeking asy-
lum. Among the released are Haitians who
have arrived by plane and whose families can
prove they have the income to support them.
This is a positive step, but it’s not enough.

Illegal boat trips should be discouraged.
But Haitians who have a real fear of persecu-
tion should be treated the same way other
immigrant groups are. To do otherwise isn’t
fair or just. It’s discriminatory.

——————

TRIBUTE TO RABBI SAMUEL B.
PRESS OF BETH ABRAHAM SYN-
AGOGUE

HON. TONY P. HALL

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 2, 2002

Mr. HALL of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
honor Rabbi Samuel B. Press, who is retiring
after serving 24 years as spiritual leader of
Beth Abraham Synagogue in Dayton, Ohio,
within my district. During those years, he has
made an enormous difference in the lives of
the congregants as well as the citizens of
greater Dayton.

The last quarter century has seen a great
deal of change in Beth Abraham, Conservative
Judaism, and the community. A recent article
in the Dayton Jewish Observer noted, “Press
rode the sometimes rocky waves of change
with moral fortitude.”
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